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The Denotation of the Terms “Not Well-Known by Transmission” and
“Not Famous by Transmission” According to Imam al-Bazzar (d. 292 AH)
in His Musnad:

An Applied Study

Dr. Fahd bin Saeed bin Hadi Al-Qahtani
Department Sunnah and its Sciences - Faculty Sharia and Fundamentals

King Khalid University

Abstract:

This study examines the terms “not well-known by transmission” and “not
famous by transmission” as used by Imam al-Bazzar in his Musnad. It collects
the narrators to whom he applied these descriptions and analyzes them through
the lens of jarh (criticism) and ta‘dil (accreditation), in order to understand the
meaning of these two terms in his usage. The study adopts an inductive,
analytical, descriptive, and inferential methodology. The structure includes an
introduction, a preamble, three main sections, and a conclusion.

The motivation for this research arose from the absence of dedicated studies
that highlight and analyze these two terms in general—and particularly in the
works of Imam al-Bazzar—despite their frequent occurrence. Among the
findings: the earliest instance of these terms in use was found with Imam al-
Bazzar (may Allah have mercy on him), and later they were widely employed by
al-'Uqaylt (d. 322 AH) in his work al-Du‘afa’. Imam al-Bazzar used these terms
to describe 14 narrators in his Musnad. These terms indicate that a narrator is
neither famous nor widely recognized for transmitting reports; however, they do
not constitute a ruling of jahalah (unknown status) as defined by later
terminology, nor do they amount to a judgment of weakness.

The conclusion elaborates further findings, and the study encourages
students specializing in hadith sciences to analyze such terms used by critics and
compare them with other scholars’ views to determine the reliability of narrators.
The study is supplemented by a bibliography of sources and references.

key words: Narrators, al-Bazzar, Famous, Known, Transmission
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al-Ahadith allatt a ‘allaha al-imam al-Bazzar fi Musnadih bi-wasf ruwatiha
bi-al-jahalah, Muhammad Sa‘'di Shafiq, Majallat al-Buhith wa-al-Dirasat
al-Islamiyyah al-Muhakkamah, al-‘adad (72), 1444 AH /2023 CE.
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al-lsabah fi Tamyiz al-Sahabah, Ahmad ibn ‘Alf Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d.
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Mu‘awwad, al-Kutub al- ‘Timiyyah — Bayrit, t. 1, 1415 AH.
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al-Ansab, Abt Sa‘d ‘Abd al-Karim ibn Muhammad al-Sam‘ani (d. 562 AH),
tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Mu‘allimi, Majlis Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-
‘Uthmaniyyah — Haydar Abad, t. 1, 1382 AH / 1962 CE.
Bayan al-Wahm wa-al-Iyham fi Kitab al-Ahkam, ‘All ibn Muhammad ibn
‘Abd al-Malik al-Himyart al-Fasi, Abt al-Hasan Ibn al-Qattan (d. 628 AH),
tahqiq: Husayn Ayit Sa‘id, Dar Taybah — al-Riyad, t. 1, 1418 AH / 1997 CE.
Tartkh al-Islam wa-Wafayat al-Mashahir wa-al-A ‘lam, Aba ‘Abd Allah
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), tahqiq:
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Tarikh Dimashq, Abt al-Qasim ‘Alt ibn al-Hasan ibn Hibat Allah al-ma‘raf
bi-Ibn ‘Asakir (d. 571 AH), tahqiq: ‘Amrl ibn Gharamah al-‘Umrawi, Dar
al-Fikr li-al-Tiba‘ah wa-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi', 1415 AH / 1995 CE.
al-Tarikh al-Kabir, Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Isma‘il al-Bukhar (d.
256 AH), t. Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al- ‘Uthmaniyyah — Haydar Abad al-Dakkan.
Tadhhtb Tahdhib al-Kamal fi Asma’ al-Rijal, Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad
ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), tahqiq: Ghunaym ‘Abbas
Ghunaym — Majdi al-Sayyid Amin, al-Fartiq al-Hadithah li-al-Tiba‘ah wa-
al-Nashr, t. 1, 1425 AH / 2004 CE.
Tashifat al-Muhaddithin, Abu Ahmad al-Hasan ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Askari (d.
382 AH), tahqiq: Mahmiud Ahmad Mirah, al-Matba‘ah al-‘Arabiyyah al-
Hadithah — al-Qahirah, t. 1, 1402 AH.
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Taqrib al-Tahdhib, Ahmad ibn ‘Ali Ibn Hajar al-*Asqalani (d. 852 AH), Dar
al-Rashid — Suriya, t. 1, 1406 AH.

al-Takmil fi al-Jarh wa-al-Ta ‘dil wa-Ma ‘rifat al-Thigat wa-al-Du ‘afa’ wa-al-
Majhilin, Abu al-Fida’ Isma‘l ibn ‘Umar ibn Kathir al-Dimashqt (d. 774
AH), dirasah wa-tahqiq: Shadi ibn Muhammad ibn Salim Al Nu‘man,
Markaz al-Nu‘man li-al-Buhtith wa-al-Dirasat al-Islamiyyah wa-Tahqiq al-
Turath wa-al-Tarjamah —al-Yaman, t. 1, 1432 AH / 2011 CE.

Tanzih al-Shari‘ah al-Marfu‘ah ‘an al-Akhbar al-Shani‘ah al-Mawdii ‘ah,
‘All ibn Muhammad Ibn ‘Iraq al-Kinani (d. 963 AH), tahqiq: ‘Abd al-

Wahhab ‘Abd al-Latif wa-‘Abd Allah Muhammad al-Siddiq al-Ghumar,
Dar al-Kutub al-‘Tlmiyyah — Bayrat, t. 1, 1399 AH.

Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, Ahmad ibn ‘AlT Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852 AH),
Matba‘at Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-Nizamiyyah — al-Hind, t. 1, 1326 AH.
Tahdhib al-Kamal fi Asma’ al-Rijal, Yusuf ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman Abu al-
Hajjaj, Jamal al-Din al-Mizzi (d. 742 AH), tahqiq: Dr. Bashshar ‘Awwad
Ma riif, Mu’assasat al-Risalah — Bayrit, t. 1, 1400 AH / 1980 CE.

Tawdih al-Mushtabih fi Dabt Asma’ al-Ruwat wa-Ansabihim wa-Algabihim
wa-Kunahum, Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-mashhiir bi-Ibn Nasir al-Din
al-Dimashqi (d. 842 AH), tahqiq: Muhammad Na‘Tm al-‘Arqastsi,
Mu’assasat al-Risalah — Bayrtt, t. 1, 1993 CE.
al-Thigat, Abtu Hatim Muhammad ibn Hibban al-Busti (d. 354 AH), Da’irat
al-Maarif al-'Uthmaniyyah — Haydar Abad al-Dakkan, al-Hind, t. 1, 1393
AH /1973 CE.

al-Thigat mimman lam yaqa " fi al-Kutub al-Sittah, Qasim ibn Qutluabugha al-
JamalT al-Hanafi (d. 879 AH), dirasah wa-tahqiq: Shadi ibn Muhammad ibn
Salim Al Nu‘man, Markaz al-Nu‘man li-al-Buhiith wa-al-Dirasat al-
Islamiyyah wa-Tahqiq al-Turath wa-al-Tarjamah — San‘a’, al-Yaman, t. 1,
1432 AH /2011 CE.

Jami* al-Tahsil fi Ahkam al-Mursal, Salah al-Din Aba Sa‘1d Khalil al-*Ala’1
(d. 761 AH), tahqiq: Hamdi ‘Abd al-Majid al-Salafi, ‘Alam al-Kutub —
Bayrit, t. 2, 1407 AH / 1986 CE.
al-Jarh wa-al-Ta ‘dil, Aba Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad ibn
Idris al-Razi Ibn Abi Hatim (d. 327 AH), tab‘at Majlis Da’irat al-Ma‘arif al-
‘Uthmaniyyah — al-Hind, Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi — Bayrat, t. 1, 1271
AH /1952 CE.

Husn al-Muhdadarah fi Tartkh Misr wa-al-Qahirah, ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi
Bakr Jalal al-Din al-Suyitt (d. 911 AH), tahqiq: Muhammad Aba al-Fadl
Ibrahim, Dar Thya al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyyah — ‘Tsa al-Babi al-Halabi wa-
Shuraka’ — Misr, t. 1, 1387 AH / 1967 CE.

Diwan al-Du ‘afa’ wa-al-Matrikin wa-Khalq min al-Majhilin wa-Thigat

fthim Lin, Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi
(d. 748 AH), tahqiq: Hammad ibn Muhammad al-Ansari, Maktabat al-
Nahdah al-Hadithah — Makkah, t. 2, 1387 AH / 1967 CE.

Rijal al-Hakim fi al-Mustadrak, Mugbil ibn Hadi al-Wadi‘T (d. 1422 AH),
Maktabat San‘a’ al-Athariyyah, t. 2, 1425 AH / 2004 CE.
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Rijal Sahth Muslim, Abt Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Ali Ibn Manjiyah (d. 428 AH),
tahqiq: ‘Abd Allah al-Laytht, Dar al-Ma‘rifah — Bayrdt, t. 1, 1407 AH.
al-Ruwat alladhina atlaga ‘alayhim al-imam al-Bazzar lafzat al-thiqah fi
Musnadih: Dirasah Nazariyyah Naqdiyyah Mugaranah ma‘a Maratib al-
Hafiz Ibn Hajar, i‘dad: Safa’ Yusuf al-Astal, ishraf: Dr. ‘Awda Ahmad Idris,
risalat majistir, al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyyah — Ghazzah, 1441 AH / 2019 CE.
Silsilat al-Ahadith al-Da ‘ifah wa-al-Mawdii ‘ah wa-Atharuha al-Sayyt” fi al-
Ummah, Muhammad Nasir al-Din al-Albani (d. 1420 AH), Dar al-Ma ‘arif —
al-Riyad, t. 1, 1412 AH / 1992 CE.
Su’alat Abt Bakr al-Barqani lil-Daraquini fi al-Jarh wa-al-Ta ‘dil, Abt Bakr
Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-ma‘rif bi-al-Bargani (d. 425 AH), tahqiq wa-
ta‘liq: Majdi al-Sayyid Ibrahim, Maktabat al-Qur’an li-al-Tiba‘ah wa-al-
Nashr wa-al-Tawzi".
Su’alat al-Hakim al-Naysabirt lil-Daraquini, Abu al-Hasan ‘Alf ibn ‘Umar
al-Daraqutni (d. 385 AH), tahqiq: Prof. Dr. Muwafaq ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn
‘Abd al-Qadir, Maktabat al-Ma‘arif — al-Riyad, t. 1, 1404 AH /1984 CE.
Siyar A‘lam al-Nubalda’, Abi ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
‘Uthman al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), tahqiq: majmi‘ah min al-muhaqqiqin bi-
ishraf al-Shaykh Shu‘ayb al-Arna’Gt, Mu’assasat al-Risalah, t. 3, 1405 AH /
1985 CE.
al-Du‘afa’ al-Kabir, Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn ‘Amr al-‘Uqayli (d. 322
AH), tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Mu'tt Amin Qal‘aji, Dar al-Maktabah al-‘Timiyyah —
Bayrit, t. 1, 1404 AH / 1984 CE.
al-Du ‘afa’ wa-al-Matrikin, Abu al-Faraj ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn ‘Ali Ibn al-
Jawzi (d. 597 AH), tahqiq: ‘Abd Allah al-Qadi, Dar al-Kutub al- ‘Tlmiyyah —
Bayrit, t. 1, 1406 AH.
Fath al-Bab fi al-Kuna wa-al-Algab, Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ishaq
Ibn Mandah (d. 395 AH), tahqiq: Abt Qutaybah Nazar Muhammad al-
Fariyabi, Maktabat al-Kawthar — al-Riyad, t. 1, 1417 AH / 1996 CE.
al-Kashif fi Ma ‘rifat man lahu Riwayah fi al-Kutub al-Sittah, Aba ‘Abd Allah
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn ‘Uthman al-Dhahabi (d. 748 AH), Dar al-Qiblah
li-al-Thagafah al-Islamiyyah — Mu’assasat ‘Ulim al-Qur’an, Jiddah, t. 1,
1413 AH /1992 CE.
al-Kamil fi Du‘afa’ al-Rijal, Abt Ahmad Ibn ‘Adi al-Jurjani (d. 365 AH),
tahqiq: ‘Adil Ahmad ‘Abd al-Mawjiid, wa-‘All Muhammad Mu‘awwad, al-
Kutub al-‘TIlmiyyah — Bayrit, t. 1, 1418 AH /1997 CE.
Kashf al-Astar ‘an Zawa’id al-Bazzar, Nur al-Din ‘All ibn Abi Bakr ibn
Sulayman al-Haythami (d. 807 AH), tahqiq: Habib al-Rahman al-A ‘zamf,
Mu’assasat al-Risalah — Bayrit, t. 1, 1399 AH /1979 CE.

al-Kuna wa-al-Asma’, al-Ilmam Muslim ibn al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-
Naysabar (d. 261 AH), tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Rahim Muhammad Ahmad al-
Qashgqari, ‘Imadat al-Bahth al-‘Ilm1 — al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyyah — al-Madinah
al-Munawwarah, t. 1, 1404 AH / 1984 CE.
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al-Kuna wa-al-Asma’, Abu Bishr Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Dalabi al-Razi
(d. 310 AH), tahqiq: Abt Qutaybah Nazar Muhammad al-Fariyabi, Dar Ibn
Hazm — Bayrit, t. 1, 1421 AH / 2000 CE.

Lisan al-Mizan, Abu al-Fadl Ahmad ibn ‘Al Ibn Hajar al-‘Asqalani (d. 852
AH), Dar al-Basha'ir al-Islamiyyah — Bayrtt, t. 1, 2002 CE.

al-Majrithin min al-Muhaddithin wa-al-Du ‘afa’ wa-al-Matritkin, Abu Hatim
Muhammad ibn Hibban al-Busti (d. 354 AH), tahqiq: Mahmad Ibrahim
Zayid, Dar al-Wa'y — Halab, t. 1, 1396 AH.

Majmii * Buldan al-Yaman wa-Qaba iliha, al-Qadi Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-
Hijr1 al-Yamani (d. 1380 AH), tahqiq wa-tashth wa-muraja‘ah: Isma‘il ibn
‘Al1 al-Akwa’, Maktabat al-Irshad — San‘a’.

Madlil Mustalah Majhill ‘inda al-Imam al-Bazzar min khilal Dirdasat al-
Ruwat alladhina atlaga ‘alayhim dhalika fi Musnadih, Muhammad Mahir,
Majallat al-Hadith — Malayzia, nashr 30 Yaniya 2021 CE.

Musnad al-Bazzar = al-Bahr al-Zakhkhar, Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn ‘Amr al-
Bazzar (d. 292 AH), tahqiq: Mahfuz al-Rahman Zayn Allah wa-akharin,
Maktabat al- Ulim wa-al-Hikam — al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, t. 1, began
1988 CE, completed 2009 CE.

Muszalah Laysa bihi Ba’s ‘inda al-Imam al-Bazzar fi Musnadih: Dirasah
Nazariyyah Tagbigiyyah, Munir Salim, ishraf: Muhammad Mukhtar al-Mufti,
risalat majistir, al-Urdunn, Jami‘at Al al-Bayt, 1438 AH /2017 CE.

Mu jam al-Buldan, Yaqit ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Hamaw1 (d. 626 AH), Dar Sadir
— Bayrit, t. 2, 1995 CE.

Mu jam ‘Ulam al-Hadith al-Nabawr, Dr. ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Ibrahim al-
Khamisi, Dar Ibn Hazm — Jiddah, t. 1, 1421 AH / 2000 CE.

Mu jam Magayis al-Lughah, Abt al-Husayn Ahmad ibn Faris al-Razi (d. 395
AH), tahqiq: ‘Abd al-Salam Muhammad Haran, Dar al-Fikr, 1399 AH /
1979 CE.

Ma ‘rifat al-Thigat min Rijal Ahl al- ‘Ilm wa-al-Hadith wa-min al-Du ‘afa’ wa-
Dhikr Madhahibihim wa-Akhbarihim, Abu al-Hasan Ahmad ibn ‘Abd Allah
al-‘Ajli (d. 261 AH), tahqiq: ‘Abd al-‘Alim ‘Abd al-‘Azim al-Bastawi,
Maktabat al-Dar — al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, t. 1, 1405 AH / 1985 CE.

al-Mughni fi al-Du ‘afa’, Abt ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Dhahabi
(d. 748 AH), tahqiq: Dr. Nar al-Din ‘Itr, Idarat Thya’ al-Turath — Qatar, 1994
CE.

al-Muntakhab min Kalam al-Hafiz al-Bazzar fi al-Jarh wa-al-Ta ‘dil, Salah
al-Din al-1dlibi, Dar al-Huda li-al-Nashr — al-Riyad, t. 1, 1415 AH / 1994
CE.

Manhaj al-Hafiz Abi Bakr al-Bazzar fi al-Jarh wa-al-Ta ‘dil, Ihsan Allah
‘Abd al-Wahhab al-Afghani, risalat duktirah, al-Jami‘ah al-Islamiyyah,
1438 AH /2017 CE.

al-Mu 'talif wa-al-Mukhtalif, Aba al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn ‘Umar al-Daraqutni (d.
385 AH), tahqiq: Prof. Dr. Muwafaq ‘Abd al-Qadir, Dar al-Gharb al-Islami
— Bayrit, t. 1, 1406 AH /1986 CE.
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O Mizan al-I'tidal fi Naqd al-Rijal, Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-
Dhahabt (d. 748 AH), tahqiq: ‘Ali Muhammad al-Bajawi, Dar al-Ma ‘rifah —
Bayrut, t. 1, 1382 AH / 1963 CE.

O al-Nihayah fi Gharib al-Hadith wa-al-Athar, Majd al-Din Abt al-Sa‘adat al-
Mubarak ibn Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-JazarT Ibn al-Athir (d. 606 AH),
tahqiq: Tahir Ahmad al-Zawi wa-Mahmid Muhammad al-Tanahi, al-
Maktabah al- ‘Tlmiyyah — Bayrat, 1399 AH / 1979 CE.

0O al-Wafi bi-al-Wafayat, Salah al-Din Khalil al-Safadi (d. 764 AH), tahqiq:
Ahmad al-Arna’at wa-Turki Mustafa, Dar Ihya' al-Turath — Bayrat, 1420
AH /2000 CE.
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